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Holiday Fund: Upward Scholars pivots to
ensure adult immigrants stay in college
by Linda Prieto

Since 2010, local nonprofit Upward Scholars
has empowered more than 900 students through education, career development support,
and a community that believes adult immigrant students from low-income households have
the determination to achieve a better life for themselves and their families.

This year, due to COVID-19, more than 80% of Upward Scholars students are reporting a
loss of employment, housing insecurity, and not enough money to pay for food. As a result,
their education is no longer their top priority.

In a normal year, Upward Scholars provides students with laptops and textbooks and
covers their community college transportation, parking, and an on-campus meal voucher.
But 2020 is not a normal year, and the COVID-19 pandemic's impact on the lives of Upward
Scholars students prompted Upward Scholars to increase and diversify its support services
so adult immigrant students from a low-income bracket can continue studying at local
community colleges.

To help ensure that students can continue their community college classes, Upward
Scholars has pivoted all of its in-person services to online programs. For example, prior to
COVID, Upward Scholars tutors, all community volunteers, met with their students in
person. Now, tutors meet with their students over web video. Upward Scholars has also
created several new virtual programs during the pandemic, such as online learning
workshops, one-on-one English conversation partners, virtual career development
workshops, and virtual student-staff support groups in Spanish.

Providing selected students with laptops has been a longtime focus of Upward Scholars.
Now, all students who need laptops receive one, along with hot spots to ensure internet
connectivity.

"Technology and connectivity for all remain the number one priority in the area of the
digital divide as we work to bridge educational welfare for families and individuals most
impacted by economic constraints," said Prieto.

Donations to The Almanac's Holiday Fund benefit Upward Scholars and nine other
nonprofits serving the local community. To donate, go to siliconvalleycf.org/almanac-
holiday-fund.

Since the onset of COVID-19 in mid-March, Upward Scholars has provided needy students
with over 350 grocery gift cards, nearly 150 biweekly grocery gift boxes (provided by
Vegan Outreach), and four drive-thru meal programs serving 750 student meals (provided
by AnewVista). But as the pandemic has dragged on, student surveys revealed that they
were still struggling. Thus, Upward Scholars recently launched its first-ever Safety Net Fund
for students needing emergency aid.

Upward Scholars student and single mom Cristina wrote on her application, "I don't have
medical insurance, and I'm very concerned and overwhelmed by the whole situation. Since
my kids are home, I've been spending more on food because they are eating three times
more. I live on a budget, and this month, it seems like I already exceeded the limit of my
budget. Thanks for taking the time of providing care for us."

Another Upward Scholars student, Moises, said, "My family and I are so concerned because
at work they cut hours. The rents are too expensive, and with the current situation at work,
it is more difficult to survive in this emergency. I don't like to do this, but due to the
situation and the concern I have for the well-being of my family, I am forced to ask for
help. With all my heart, thank you very much!"

"The stories our students share are heartbreaking," said Prieto. "Our hope is that
emergency funds will give students like Cristina and Moises the impetus to stay in school.
In short, we're doing all that we can do to ensure that we don't let the pandemic stand in
the way of our students' future success."

Linda Prieto, Ph.D, is the executive director of Upward Scholars.
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It is so rewarding to see the evolution of Upward Scholars over the years. The past few years have
been ones of rapid growth and development for the team, allowing the organization to provide more
and deeper services and support to our students than ever before. This past year, however, while
filled with many challenges and unknowns, has been instrumental in revealing our team's ability to
stretch and pivot quickly and effectively. Our commitment to keeping our students in college and on
track to meet their academic and career goals has never been more important. The Almanac
community's generosity helps us continue this mission into the new year and for that we are so
thankful. :)

Don't miss out on the discussion!
Sign up to be notified of new comments on this topic.

Email: hodge@tenaya.com

SUBMIT

Post a comment
Sorry, but further commenting on this topic has been closed.

Stay informed.
Get the day's top headlines from Almanac
Online sent to your inbox in the Express

newsletter.

Sign up for free

MOST VIEWED STORIES

■ Bay Area bridge toll increases finally approved
at end of long litigation

■ Menlo Park police seeking public's help after a
hit-and-run seriously injures one person on
Marsh Road

■ Schwab Learning Center opens new dyslexic-
friendly 'innovation lab'

■ Menlo Park affordable housing development
begins accepting applications for lottery

■ San Mateo County Board of Education Trustee
Joe Ross announces resignation

See today's stories
 

Home
News
TownSquare
Blogs
A&E
Community Calendar
Home & Real Estate
Obituaries

Send News Tips
Subscribe
Print Edition/Archives
Express / Weekend Express
Special Pubs
Circulation & Delivery

About Us
Contact Us
Advertising Info
Place a Legal Notice
Terms of Use
Privacy Policy
 
Palo Alto Online
Mountain View Voice
TheSixFifty.com
Redwood City Pulse

© 2023 The Almanac
All rights reserved.
 
Embarcadero Media
 
PR MediaRelease
Sponsored content
Mobile site

INDEX
Promotions

Home News Town Square Blogs A&E Real Estate Sports Print Edition Join Contact

javascript:em_logout()
https://www.almanacnews.com/user
https://www.almanacnews.com/
https://facebook.com/AlmanacNews
https://twitter.com/almanacnews
https://instagram.com/almanacnews
https://www.almanacnews.com/news/rss.php?section=1
https://www.accuweather.com/en/us/menlo-park-ca/94025/weather-forecast/337153
https://www.almanacnews.com/print/story/2020/12/25/holiday-fund-upward-scholars-pivots-to-ensure-adult-immigrants-stay-in-college?fbclid=IwAR1zePZkO1SZ8GJEWsZS4vbZOeM65W5-UcEhRALOmYw0na284khfPhoP4wM#
https://www.almanacnews.com/print/story/2020/12/25/holiday-fund-upward-scholars-pivots-to-ensure-adult-immigrants-stay-in-college?fbclid=IwAR1zePZkO1SZ8GJEWsZS4vbZOeM65W5-UcEhRALOmYw0na284khfPhoP4wM#
https://www.almanacnews.com/print/story/2020/12/25/holiday-fund-upward-scholars-pivots-to-ensure-adult-immigrants-stay-in-college?fbclid=IwAR1zePZkO1SZ8GJEWsZS4vbZOeM65W5-UcEhRALOmYw0na284khfPhoP4wM#
https://www.almanacnews.com/print/story/2020/12/25/holiday-fund-upward-scholars-pivots-to-ensure-adult-immigrants-stay-in-college?fbclid=IwAR1zePZkO1SZ8GJEWsZS4vbZOeM65W5-UcEhRALOmYw0na284khfPhoP4wM#
https://www.almanacnews.com/print/story/print/2020/12/25/holiday-fund-upward-scholars-pivots-to-ensure-adult-immigrants-stay-in-college?fbclid=IwAR1zePZkO1SZ8GJEWsZS4vbZOeM65W5-UcEhRALOmYw0na284khfPhoP4wM
javascript:showWhy('/square/abuse.php?w=1&ci=132922',%20'abuse_132922')
https://www.almanacnews.com/about/contact/mailto.php?e=ts_moderator
https://www.almanacnews.com/express/?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=side_banner&utm_campaign=stay_informed_A_Feb_2023
https://www.almanacnews.com/news
https://www.almanacnews.com/news/2023/01/30/bay-area-bridge-toll-increases-finally-approved-at-end-of-long-litigation?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=module&utm_campaign=most_viewed_stories
https://www.almanacnews.com/news/2023/01/30/menlo-park-police-seeking-publics-help-after-a-hit-and-run-seriously-injures-one-person-on-marsh-road?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=module&utm_campaign=most_viewed_stories
https://www.almanacnews.com/news/2023/01/30/schwab-learning-center-opens-new-dyslexic-friendly-innovation-lab?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=module&utm_campaign=most_viewed_stories
https://www.almanacnews.com/news/2023/01/31/menlo-park-affordable-housing-development-begins-accepting-applications-for-lottery?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=module&utm_campaign=most_viewed_stories
https://www.almanacnews.com/news/2023/01/31/san-mateo-county-board-of-education-trustee-joe-ross-announces-resignation?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=module&utm_campaign=most_viewed_stories
https://www.almanacnews.com/news
https://www.almanacnews.com/
https://www.almanacnews.com/news
https://www.almanacnews.com/square
https://www.almanacnews.com/blogs/
https://www.almanacnews.com/arts
https://www.almanacnews.com/calendar/
https://www.almanacnews.com/real_estate
https://www.almanacnews.com/obituaries
https://www.almanacnews.com/about/contact/mailto.php?e=editor&s=newstip
https://www.almanacnews.com/user/subscribe/
https://www.almanacnews.com/print
https://www.almanacnews.com/express/
https://www.almanacnews.com/express/weekend/
https://www.almanacnews.com/print/special
https://www.almanacnews.com/circulation
https://www.almanacnews.com/about
https://www.almanacnews.com/about/contact
https://mailchi.mp/embarcaderomediagroup/advertise
https://www.almanacnews.com/legal_notices/
https://www.almanacnews.com/about/terms_of_use
https://www.almanacnews.com/about/privacy_policy
http://www.paloaltoonline.com/
http://www.mv-voice.com/
https://www.thesixfifty.com/
https://www.rwcpulse.com/
https://www.almanacnews.com/
http://www.embarcaderomediagroup.com/
https://www.almanacnews.com/press_releases/
https://www.almanacnews.com/emdesign/
https://www.almanacnews.com/user/go_mobile.php
https://www.almanacnews.com/promotions
https://www.almanacnews.com/
https://www.almanacnews.com/news/
https://www.almanacnews.com/square/
https://www.almanacnews.com/blogs/
https://www.almanacnews.com/arts/
https://www.almanacnews.com/real_estate/
https://www.almanacnews.com/sports/
https://www.almanacnews.com/print/
https://www.almanacnews.com/user/subscribe/
https://www.almanacnews.com/about/contact/

